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Margh Tth 70

Professor F.A.E. Pirani
Dept,of lathematics
King’s College,

Iondon, W.Ce2, England.

Dear Pelix,

I have been very pleased to hear that you were consulted about
the book on relativity I am writing in Polish for PWN and the
desirability of it being translated into English, The present
situation is as follows:

1o I an committed %o write & book on velativity in Poldsh, intended
as & text for our students, The Geadline is Tune 30, 1971,

2, About three months ago, the foreign editor of PVl requested me
to prepare a sumary of the ehapter headings of $he projected book,
explaining that a “Western publishing house has shown interest in
sooperating with them in making the book available to English-speaking
rgaders”. Sinece this d4d not imply eny cormituent on my side, I pre-
pared the sheet you probably have seen.

3. Sincu”you agree %o write with me a book on relativity, I will
definitely not consent to the Polish textbook being translated into

_ Pmglish, Although our beok will be very different from $he Polish

one, there will be unavoidable repetitions that would create an ime-
possible situation, eomparable $co that on the Peanuts nmarket,

4. None of the schapters of the textbook has been writien up in
8 final form yet. There are various first drafts, sets of lecture
notes, Brandeis material ete, :

5. I shall be very pleased if you commmicate my position %o
lix. Cameron so as to avoid the necessity of turning him down at a
later stage. However, I might be inelined o cooperate with Viley

~ on & book on "Differential Geometry with Applications®, should they

. be interested.

y

| 6e You are completely free to choose a publisher for us, liy only

. preference is to avoid Rhodesian, Albanian, Haitian and similayr
publighing houses. : :
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Twrning now %o the question of our joint project, it meenms to
me ¥hat we should eoncentrate on the fopics and aspects of relativity
we are reasonably good at. In particular, it seeus worth-while $o
emphasise what you call $he structural side of the theory and the
~ relation betwssn observations and various mathematical elements of
models of space-time. Classical experiments, such as the optical
ones, should be analyzed from the point of view of what theories are
eompatible with them, lNathematics should be used in a non-dogmatic
manner, shoosing the tools most appropriate $o any given topie, with
preference given o intrinsic methods, of course.

It would be very good if we could meet some $ime $his year %o
discuse at least the chapter headings and the material we should
cover., I do not have %o tell you that I really look forwurd $o sol-
laborating with you. It is my feeling that we do not have #o rush -
1thuwtooh‘hfm‘oﬂmmdheokhatnonoubadheoki
should be published so late,

I shall go %o Copcnham in September. Could you drop in then
for & few days so that we eculd discuss $hings? In any case, I hope
you will visit Varsaw on your way $o &nd from the Soviet Unien.
Nielnik‘s visit 4o Austin seems $o be getting postponed for later
on and on. Vould you eonsider him as & speaker at your sunmer
meeting? Voronowles is another possibility,

I an enclosing & tentative proposal of the chapter headings of
our book, Can it be the basis for dissussion?

Should I ask the postmaster %o trace Alfred’s pisture /it was |
sént by registered maﬁ/? Ineidentally, the book on Cracow is from
Hielnik, , :

I find it outrageous that AJP did not accept your -nmﬁmtiw
paper on tachyons, I hope you are publishing it somewhere 81se.

Our Aeademy would be proud to have it appear in its Bulletin,

I am very interested but not astonished $o hear about Bend
Sehmid ‘s eonstruction of the positive definite metric on $he bundle
of frames. Give my best greetings %o John Staghel if he is still
with you. ' :

With best wishes and regards,
Yours,

As Trautman
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